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A new paradigm, from forest fires to social fires

* Forest fires are the iceberg’s top of a complex social and environmental phenomena
e Forest fires are increasingly interacting and affecting human assets and values.

* |tis necessary to integrate population as a part of the solution rather a part of the problem.

Forest fires risk communication is not any more an option but a condition when dealing with
upcoming fire risk management challenges

WILDFIRE RISK MANAGEMENT

Integration of socioeconomic and ecological driving

forces affecting positively or negatively wildfire risk ;
from a vulnerability approach SUPPRESSION
SOCIAL DEMANDS & CIVIL
& PERCEPTIONS /’ PROTECTION
e —
FIRE PREVENTION
LAND-USE PATTERNS Prevention plans
Forestry . Prescribed burning
Crops and grazing Fire causality assess
@ setlements Social awareness

Figure 3. Components of an integrated approach of Wildfire Risk Management.
Plana, ef al. 2015
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Fire risk communication’s challenges ‘;f:ﬁ

BUILD UP A FIRE ADAPTED LANDSCAPE AND SOCIETY

Through connecting and disseminating multiple fire risk related concepts

FIRE SUPPRESSION CAPACITY FOREST MANAGEMENT

AWARENESS DESTRUCTIVE FIRE SELF PROTECTION
FIRE REGIME
RESILIENCE

To enhance and facilitate people to

LEARNING TO COEXIST WITH FOREST FIRE RISK

RISK CULTURE ECOLOGICAL FIRE
VULNERABILITY
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Efficient fire risk communication (some key points)

eSocial perception is everything.

*Forest fire is related to risk and how much people trust the government and land managers.

eUnderlying goal: develop consistent messages in appropriate language for each target
audience.

People have visceral and emotional connection to pristine, healthy forests, so forest

care should be our marketed product
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eFIRECOM goals

- Increase the fire risk knowledge and awareness in-between general society.

- Promote a risk culture through efficient fire risk communication by means of tools adapted to 3 specific
target audience:

- Students and their teachers
- Journalists and media
- Communities at risk (WUI)

- Adapt the tool’s content into 2 Mediterranean context, south Europe and North Africa (tools available in
English, Spanish, Catalan, French and Arabic)




Some outputs...

Short book

) Vg

FIRE AND FORET FIRES IN THE
~ MEDITERRANEAN;
A RELATIONSHIP STORY BETWEEN
" FORESTS AND SOCIETY

& FIVE MYTHS AND REALITIES TO LEARN MORE

Efficiont fire rick commanication for

(general public)

Understand the problem

Guideline

FOREST FIRES

IGUIDELINE FOR COMMUNICATORS
AND JOURNALISTS

(journalist & media)

Storybook

Baby Burn and Fierce Flame,
from fire to forest fires.

We also prevent wildfires with fire!

(students and youth)
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Some outputs...
Assess the problem

Policy brief Self-evaluation guide Recommendations

Palicy Briaf | Decemiber 2016

?ﬁl!lﬂﬂuum | live in a forest area or close by:

FOREST FIRES: Is mv home — .
Creating a resilient society in th!: event of a The forest fires risk

e S— forest fire? in my municipality

lﬂf ml.H:mhm:la es burn per year. The pupulahmﬂlargnﬂmnnfﬂr migis and how to act @n —_—

case of fire, and #n tum, the meed 1o Wmmphmduﬁaﬂrummmnpmmmeu-mmns -
availabie for firo provention and supprossian, ¥ reear houses cloze by forestod angas.

Therefore, it is essential ba mise ndividual awareness on the risk esposure and indissdual seff-protecticn

capacity, in order to recuce the social, economic and ervirommental costs of wilcfine.

WHY FORESTS BURN

Forest fines in the Mediterranean
ﬂﬁmhummﬂrlduﬂd. muzinty

throusgh negligence and acci-
et su muagrlc ultural fire

25% of the waldfires are dassified
25 large wilcHires, hawever these
arg responsibée for 20% of tha

waather ronditsons (temporaturs
2bave 30°C, wind speed greater
tham 30km [ h; relative bomidity
(oodow 20%) and a high quantity
and continuity of combusisble
vogataticn cauvse the fire to
spread quackly, which can be
dsasirous.
Coupled wath thess factars, future
climate predictons will favour

mare ir\cquﬂnt. hégh intensity
forest fires.
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Read) en te find) aut; mane abouts thiss hat tapic!

RECOMMENDATIONS & KEY POINTS
aimed at the municipal technical services

(politicians) (community at risk) (Municipality at risk)
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eFIRECOM Consortium: Co-financed by:
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Humanitarian Aid
and Civil Protection

All the results are available at: http://efirecom.ctfc.cat



http://efirecom.ctfc.cat/
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