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State of the art on wildfire risk communication trough 

the media and journalism 
 

 

 
•2 different situations taken in consideration: 
 

•Communication during the emergency period 
 

•Communication during the non emergency period 
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¿WHAT HAS BEEN DONE DURING LAST YEARS? 
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Into the emergency 

• Risk emergency communication: 
• Media’s role during a emergency 
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Source:  Know Disaster, Tell Disaster Risk Reduction Training Handbook for Media Professionals; UNISDR 2009  
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Into the emergency 

• Risk emergency communication: 

 

• Media’s role during a emergency 

 

• The communication’s relationship: journalist Vs emergency manager 

 

– Examples: emergency managers communications guidelines 

 

– Examples: journalist communications guidelines 
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5 Source: http://emergency.cdc.gov/cerc/resources/pdf/cerc_2012edition.pdf 

Examples: emergency managers communications guidelines 
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Source: http://www.unisdr.org/files/20108_mediabook.pdf 

Examples: journalist communications guidelines 
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Guidelines to achieve an ethical and 
scientific communication into a 
emergency context; to improve 

protection and minimize 
sensationalism 

Source: http://fcic.periodistes.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/11/tragedias-periodistas.pdf 

Examples: journalist communications guidelines 

Source:http://www.defensadelpublico.gob.ar/sites/
default/files/guiacatastrofes_0.pdf 

Decalogue for responsible 
journalism during disasters coverage. 
10 basic principles to be ready and 
prepared for efficiently report an 

incident. 
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Out of the emergency 

• Risk prevention communication: 

 

– Aiming to: 

• improve the transfer of the knowledge to the society in order to  
promote a risk culture 

• Increase the citizenship awareness and self-protection  

•  disseminate actual and future concerns within a multisectorial 
stakeholders 

 

– 2 different actors involved into the communication 

• Forest/land managers and planners 

• Journalists 
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Examples:  managers communications guidelines 

The information in this guide addresses the role of the media in a fire 
prevention program, and provides guidance for working with the media 

to more effectively achieve program goals. 
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Examples: journalist communications guidelines 

-Forest fires terms glossary 
 

-Basic concepts of wildfire science 
 

-Wildfire risk organization and management 
(who I who into a wildfire incident) 

 
-Communication issues for social prevention 

and involvement. 
 

-Forest fire information sources (online) 
“MEDIA ROOM” 
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Examples: journalist communications training 

Source:http://morelos.gob.mx/?q=node/5964 Source: http://www.efeverde.com/ 
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¿What about the knowledge transfer? (content) 
“Society knowledge transfer by means of media” 

 
¿What about the new information consumption possibilities? 

“Digital mass media + information 2.0” 
 

¿What about the complexity and evolution of the phenomena? 
“Society involvement and awareness” 

 

 
 
 

¿WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED? 
 
 
 

WHICH ARE THE FUTURE CHALLENGES? 
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WHAT’S NEXT…  
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 Thank you for your attention 
Mr. Marc Font Bernet 

eFIRECOM Project Officer 

Technician of Forest Policy and Environmental Governance 

Forest Sciences Centre of Catalonia – CTFC 

marc.font@ctfc.cat 
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